
Rules of IntestacyRules of IntestacyRules of IntestacyRules of Intestacy 

 
 

Are you married?Are you married?Are you married?Are you married?    

Is your estate worth 
more than £250,000? 

 

Do you have children? 

Are either of your  
parents still alive? 

If you have any brothers 
and sisters, are both of 
their parents the same 

as yours? 

Do you have children? 

Are either of your parents 
still alive? 

If you have brothers or 
sisters, are both of their 
parents the same as 

yours? 

Is only one parent the 
same as yours? 

Are your grand-parents 
still alive? 

Do you have uncles or 
aunts who share both  
parents in common with 
either of your parents? 

Do you have uncles or 
aunts who share one parent 
only in common with your 

mother or father? 

Shared equally between your children 
(or descendants if any have died) 

Shared equally between your  
surviving parents 

Shared equally between such brothers 
and sisters (or descendants if any 

have died) 

Shared equally between such brothers 
and sisters (or descendants if any 

have died) 

Shared equally between your 
grandparents 

Shared equally between such uncles 
or aunts (or descendants if any have 

died) 

Shared equally between such uncles 
or aunts (or descendants if any have 

died) 

Spouse gets everything 

Spouse receives:Spouse receives:Spouse receives:Spouse receives:    

• Household contents and personal 
effects 

• First £250,000 

• A life interest in half the residue 

• Other half shared equally between 
your children (or their descen-
dants) 

 

Spouse receives:Spouse receives:Spouse receives:Spouse receives:    

• Household contents and personal 
effects 

• First £450,000 

• One half of the residue absolutely 

• Other half shared equally between 
parents or all to the surviving par-
ent 

 

Spouse receives:Spouse receives:Spouse receives:Spouse receives:    

• Household contents and personal 
effects 

• First £450,000 

• One half of the residue absolutely 

• Other half shared equally between 
brothers and sisters (or their de-
scendants) 

 

Everything goes to the Crown Spouse gets everything 
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